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Useful Resources for the Scottish ALN Curriculum Framework

This short list of resources is designed to provide some starting points for finding out a little more about some of the key ideas in the curriculum framework. The areas are listed are the ones where we have had most questions. Wherever possible, the links to the online resources have been selected in the expectation that they will be available for some time and not just disappear. These links are meant to be a brief introduction. Each of them also links to many further resources, and it has not been possible to include all interesting links because of space concerns, and also because often they have cumbersome URLs that you would never want to type in! In any case, we hope that these are useful to you as a starting point for your exploration.  The books selected are generally the most recently published or are the classics that are still the best.  Most of them are academic texts but are fairly accessible and worth struggling with as they enable you to get to the ideas behind the CF.

Principles

On-line resources

The first category is links that will lead to information on the key ideas behind the framework, including the social practices and new literacy studies approaches. There actually appears to be relatively little published, accessible, clear information on these approaches, so the web may not be the best place to find out more about these ideas.

The Literacy Trust has a webpage (with many links) about the Scottish literacies approach: http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/database/scotlandliteracy.html. Includes links to documents such as the HMIE report on literacies from 2005, as well as access to resources as far back as 2000.

The Scottish Executive’s web pages contain links to the critical government documents of literacies work, including the ALNIS report from 2001: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Life-Long-Learning/17551/9003
The Canadian journal “Literacies” has an interesting summary of “New Literacy Studies”: http://www.literacyjournal.ca/literacies/1-2003/analysis/2/1.htm
Juliet Merrifield’s article, and other interesting perspectives on Scottish ALN, can be found at http://www.nrdc.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=952. The articles on Scotland are in issue 4, though all the others have interesting content as well.

Books

The books in this section are designed to take the ideas behind the principles further particularly in relation to the social practices approach to ALN. 

Barton, D. and Hamilton, M. (1998) Local Literacies: reading and writing in one community, London: Routledge

Fowler, E. and Mace, J. (2005) Outside the Classroom: researching literacy with adult learners, Leicester: NIACE

Papen, U. (2005) Adult literacy as social practice: more than skills, London: Routledge

Street, B. (1995) Social Literacies, Harlow: Longman

Tett, L, Hamilton, M. and Hillier, Y. (2006) Adult Literacy, Numeracy and Language: Policy, Practice and Research, Maidenhead: Open University Press

Scaffolding

On-line resources

Scaffolding is one of the key ideas in the curriculum framework, but it’s not one that we are used to in adult literacies work. For a brief explanation of scaffolding, and links to a definition of meta-cognition: http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/students/learning/lr1scaf.htm 

Another page on scaffolding: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/curriculum_literacy/tree/speaklisten/listenrespond/accessguidance/3/ 

The National Resource Development Centre has published a report on adult learning, including scaffolding approaches. This link leads to the abstract and summary of the project, where you can download a PDF: http://www.nrdc.org.uk/projects_print.asp?ProjectID=12
Books

The books from Harry Daniels and Barbara Rogoff detailed below are included because, although they focus on children, they provide detailed discussion of the underpinning ideas behind scaffolding. They are also important as a background to the principles section especially about constructivist approaches to learning. 

Daniels, H. (ed) (2005) An Introduction to Vygotsky (second edition) London: Routledge

Rogoff, B. (2003) The Cultural Nature of Human Development, Oxford: Oxford University Press

Lifelong Learning

On-line resources

There is a great deal of information on lifelong learning on the web, varying from very general overviews to detailed discussions of the political and practical minutiae. The official UK government site is http://www.lifelonglearning.co.uk/. It has some useful resources such as a jobs bank.

An interesting organisation can be found here http://www.lifelonglearninguk.org/. This body exists to support community learning and other forms of lifelong learning.

Some interesting papers on lifelong learning, including Mary Hamilton’s paper on "Sustainable Literacies and the Ecology of Lifelong Learning", can be found at http://www.open.ac.uk/lifelonglearning/papers/index.html

One terrific resource for informal education generally is the informal education website run by a group of community based educators. Their page on lifelong learning is excellent: http://www.infed.org/lifelonglearning/b-life.htm.

Books

The books in this section are focused on learning in adulthood and again also contribute to the thinking behind the principles.

Illeris, K (2004) The Three Dimensions of Learning, Leicester: NIACE

Harrison, R., Reeve, F., Hanson, A. and Clarke, J. (2002) Supporting lifelong learning: volume 1, perspectives on learning, London: Routledge

Rogers, J. (2001) Adults Learning, 4th Edition, Maidenhead: Open University Press

Karin Tusting and David Barton, (2006) Models of adult learning: a literature review, Leicester: NIACE

Equipped for the future
One of the ideas that contributed to the curriculum framework, at least to the idea that people have different roles in which they use literacies, was the US Equipped for the Future framework. To find out more about this, visit http://eff.cls.utk.edu/resources/.
Assessment

Initial assessment is a difficult process for many tutors, who can often feel that they are not sufficiently prepared to get involved. Here are a couple of English links with good information on initial assessment. The first is the DfES site with downloadable PDF version of the assessment materials http://www.dfes.gov.uk/readwriteplus/Diagnostic_Materials_main. The second leads to the trial site for a selection of downloadable tools http://www.toolslibrary.co.uk/tools.htm. Both of these resources are linked to the Skills for Life approach, but would provide lots of ideas.

This page from the excellent Canadian adult literacy database has some interesting tips and pointers http://www.nald.ca/literacybasics/initial/intake/01.htm. 


The AILA virtual forum pages at http://education.leeds.ac.uk/AILA/VirtSem1 have some useful debates on assessment including a paper by Peter Freebody (Griffith University, Australia) Assessment as Communal Versus Punitive Practice: Six new literacy crises. There are responses by Brian Street (Kings, London) and Cathy Kell (University of Cape Town, South Africa).

Juliet Merrifield’s paper "Contested Ground: Performance Accountability in Adult Basic Education" can be downloaded form The U.S. National Centre for Studies in Adult Learning and Literacy (NCSALL) at http://ncsall.gse.harvard.edu under Research Reports #1. Many other useful downloadable publications can be found here too.

Book

This book provides some interesting ideas on why, when and how portfolios can be used

Klenowski, V. (2002) Developing portfolios for learning and assessment, London: Routledge


Scottish National Qualifications

The Scottish Qualifications Authority has worked hard to produce an excellent inclusive and open approach to accreditation. This is their homepage http://www.sqa.org.uk. 

One of the top downloads from the Core Skill pages on the site is"Guidelines on building a Portfolio of Evidence for Core Skills in Community Settings" which gives real examples of work learners have chosen to do and used to gain qualifications in Communication and Numeracy.  It is downloadable from http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/NewGuidelinesOnBuildingAPortfolio.pdf
This link takes you to a postcard http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/Core_skills_pc.pdf showing their use in everyday life.  You are also encouraged to visit the SQA website on understanding standards (http://www.understandingstandards.org.uk) - an interactive resource for tutors to get to know more about using Core Skills, with lots of on line illustrations,

